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Who 










J. 





Who? 


What: 





Librarians, Trustees, 
Friends of Libraries 


Else ? 








Marguerite Henry, Author 


of Children’s Books 


John §S. Richards, ALA 


President 


Carmel Kuebel, Director 
Library for the Blind, 
New Orleans Public Library 


Frances Cheney, Library 
School, Peabody College 


Kate McAlpin Crady, 


Writer and Speaker 


D. Rankin, Service for 
Blind, Welfare Dept. 


? 


Mississippi Library Association 


Meeting 





Where? 


Hotel Buena Vista 
Biloxi 


When? 


October 20, 21, 22 
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“®QNT VIEW NO. L-100 CHARGING DESK 


Prestige 


line of library furniture 
by Southern Desk Company 


Featuring Mellow Oak finish, the charging desk illustrated 1s sectionalized to fit any 
library need. Ask for Catalog 36 to see illustrations and details of the entire compre- 


hensive line. Suggested layouts gladly furnished you on request, without cost or 
obligation. 


the new 


Reor view 
We are also specialists in the manufacture of 


AUDITORIUM SEATING FOLDING TABLES AND CHAIRS 
CLASSROOM SEATING LABORATORY FURNITURE 
CAFETERIA TABLES AND CHAIRS OFFICE FURNITURE 
CHURCH FURNITURE 


SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY 


* HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


A SALUTE TO 
DONALD EUGENE THOMPSON 


FROM MISSISSIPPI STATE COLLEGE 


By Margarete Peebles 
Circulation Librarian, State College 


“The time has come,” the Wal- 
rus said, 
“To talk of many things: 
Of shoes — and ships — and 
sealing wax — 
Of cabbages — and kings —” 
And the time has come in Mississippi 
for us to think of many things about 
one of the “kings” in our profession. 


For on August 27, 1955 Donald E. 
Thompson shook the Mississippi mud 
from his shoes and made his way to 
Yankee-land to become the librarian at 
Wabash College in Crawfordsville, In- 
diana. 


Today as we toss our bouquets to him 
in fond farewell we realize that we 
have lost not only someone keenly in- 
terested in our welfare, but also a good 
friend. 


For those of us who have forgotten 
or perhaps did not know, Don, as he 
became known to the library profession 
in the state and Mister T, as he became 
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known to some of his staff, accom- 
plished many outstanding things dur- 
ing his 7 years as Director of Libraries 
at Mississippi State College. 


On September 1, 1948 Mister T began 
his career on the top floor of the 
Biology building at Mississippi State 
College where the General Library had 
been more or less in storage for some 
25 years. The new million-dollar library 
was at this time just a pile of blue 
prints and only the beginnings of a 
building. It was under his capable 
hands that the building became a 
reality. 


Mr. Thompson’s professional staff in 
that Fall was made up of Miss Nannie 
Rice, Miss Margarete Peebles, Mrs. 
Mary Evans, Miss Elizabeth Robinson, 
and Miss Sidney Gay. It was with this 
staff that he began to lay the real foun- 
dation for the expansion and internal 
organization of the new library. Today 
he leaves a staff of eighteen. 


(Continued on Next Page) 








(Continued from Page 73) 


In the summer of 1950 when the 
library collection was moved into the 
new library Mr. Thompson had already 
drawn up many of the policies for the 
new building and had gained much in 
the way of financial help for the li- 
brary. A sum of $3000 was granted for 
a phonograph record collection. This 
collection was selected with the utmost 
care and as a result State College has 
a well balanced and extraordinary 
record collection. There was also a 
sum of $90,000 from the General Edu- 
cation Board which was matched with 
$35,000 from state funds. This money 
went into carefully selected and 
urgently needed spots in the book and 
periodical collections. Twenty-one de- 
partmental libraries of some 25,000 
volumes were brought into the new 
building and reprocessed for the gen- 
eral library collection. Numbers of val- 
uable gifts have been added. 


A program of microfilming was es- 
tablished under his guidance. Missis- 
sippi State College library now has a 
good collection of state newspapers on 
microfilm as well as many other valu- 
able items. The project on foot now is 
a long time range program of filming 
the library’s file of the Commercial 
Appeal from 1900 to date. 


A library science program of 12 se- 
mester hours, to meet the need of 
teacher librarians in the state, was cre- 
ated by Mr. Thompson. In conjunction 
with this a $2000 model, school library 
was selected, catalogued, and placed in 
the library science laboratory in the 
library. 


During Mr. Thompson’s stay at State 
he prepared a Bibliography of the 
Theses Written at Mississippi State 
College between 1901-1952. He also 
worked closely with the Graduate 
School in preparing the first two num- 
bers of Abstracts of Theses for the 
years 1951-52 and 1953-54. He was 
chairman of the Reference Committee 
for the publication of Classified List of 
Reference Books and Periodicals which 
was issued in its third revised edition 
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this year by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 





























Early in his stay in our state Mr 
Thompson became identified with not 
only campus activities at the college 
but also with library activities through. 
out the state. He was president of the 
Mississippi Library Association from 
1950-52. He was a member of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission Board and 
Business Manager of the Mississippi 
Library News. 


It would be hard to tell what this 
quiet, serene, and unassuming man has 
accomplished in realms outside the 
state. He never really told anyone and 
to discover was to find his name listed 
on programs or as chairman of various 
groups. We know that he was adver- 
tising manager of the Southeastern 
Librarian. 


If you read from the Who’s Who in 
Library Service these are the brief 
facts that you will find about Mr. 
Thompson. ‘‘Thompson, Donald Eu- 
gene. b. McCallsburg, Ia 10 July 1913. 
BS Iowa State 35; MA Temple 42 
(Econ); BS in LS Ill 37. Author: Bib- 
liography of Louisiana Books and 
Pamphlets in the T. P. Thompson Col- 
lection of the University of Alabama 





Library ’47; (with others) ‘Report on Bho 
the Policies and Programs of the United ta 
States Department of Agriculture Li- wnt 
brary ’51. Edited: ‘Report on Library “ 
Conditions in Alabama ’45. Contributed 9" 
to prof and other periodicals. Member: aa 
ALA: SELA: MISS LA: AAUP: PI ur 
GAMMA MU. Consultant for Lib prob- ip 1 
lems Alcorn A & M and Mississippi Vo- om 
cational College. Positions: Student os 
assistant Iowa State College 35-36; staff — 
asst 35-36; Student Assistant Illinois as 7 
36-37; Asst. Business Librarian Temple <a 
37-39; Business Librarian Alabama 40- wel 
42; Acting Director of Libs Alabama ” 
44-48; Director of Libs Mississippi State 1 
College 48-(55)”. Lil 
More significant than these skimpy “2 
facts are the expressions of his friends _ 
as he left. These below are only a very z 
few of the remarks that have been ™ 
made in the past few weeks: 
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DON THOMPSON 


From President Hilbun: “We are ex- 
tremely sorry to lose the services of Mr. 
Donald Thompson, who has served effi- 
ciently and ably as Director of Libraries 
at Mississippi State College. Coming 
here at the time we were in the process 
f developing a strong library program, 
Mr. Thompson furnished the technical 
skills and progressive leadership that 
have resulted in an excellent library 
program at Mississippi State College. 
We regret very much that Mr. Thomp- 
son has chosen to leave us, and we wish 
for him success and happiness in his 
connection with Wabash College.” 


From Glover Moore, Chairman of the 
Library Committee: “Donald Thompson 
has a number of admirable qualities, 
but what has always impressed me most 
about him is his courage and strong 
convictions. When a decision had to be 
made, we were never in doubt as to 
where Mr. Thompson stood regarding 
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the matter at issue. The Library at 
Mississippi State College has made 
great progress during his administra- 
tion, and we are going to miss him 
very much.” 


From Ernest Price, YMCA Secretary: 
“An able librarian, a worthy staff col- 
league, and a good friend to both stu- 
dents and members of the faculty and 
staff using the library. Mr. Thompson 
will be greatly missed at Mississippi 
State.” 


From the Library staff: “Grand to 
work with, and a most considerate 
boss.” “His quiet, unassuming nature, 
his eager interest in our work, and his 
understanding manner shall be greatly 
missed.” 


“Good-bye, Mister T, good luck and 
continued success, and in true Southern 


fashion ... Yo’all come back.” 
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Lawrence S. Thompson, Director of 
Libraries, University of Kentucky: 


“Kentuckians are about the only 
Southeasterners who will receive the 
news of Don Thompson’s appointment 
at Wabash with mixed feelings. Here 
in the Ohio Valley we are eagerly an- 
ticipating the privilege of seeing more 
of Don, but we realize that he will not 
be easily replaced in Mississippi and 
the Southeast. 


“Somewhere in this issue of Missis- 
sippi Library News someone is sure 
to give a list of Don’s activities 
and accomplishments with places and 
dates. However, I consider his most en- 
during contribution to Southeastern li- 
brarianship the fact that he is the type 
of librarian we want to find at Missis- 
sippi State and throughout the region. 
Above all, Don believes in and exempli- 
fies the humane tradition of librarian- 
ship, in letter and in spirit. He is a pro- 
ductive, scholarly bibliographer, but he 
has never neglected or evaded the 
slightest professional or administrative 
responsibility in pursuing his studies. 
In the office he is sans peur but also 
sans raproche. He can face up to an 
administrative problem with all the 
sternness that the occasion demands, 
but his essential sense of fairness dic- 
tates a decision that will be fair to all. 


“ 


. as a long-time friend of Don 
Thompson, I can say without reserva- 
tion or fear of contradiction from him 
that the Southeast enjoys an indelible 
place in his affections. I suspect that 
the toll bridge at Cincinnati is going to 
be the beneficiary of a goodly amount 
of loose change from a certain car that 
will find its way to the South more 
regularly than the birds.” 


QUOTES FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
, REGION 
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Robert S. Alvarez, Director Nashville 
Public Library: 


“It is a pleasure to contribute a few 
words to your tribute to Don Thompson 
You couldn’t have picked a finer sub- 
ject to honor and we congratulate you, 
too, on your idea of letting him know 
how much you appreciate him rather 
than following the usual custom of 
waiting until the honoree is beyond 
hearing or reading what one has to say 
about him. Actually no one would 
think of waiting so in Don’s case as he 
has aged so amazingly little in forty 
years he is certain to outlive every 
librarian now practicing in Mississippi. 

“There are some things about Don 
Thompson that are likely to fool peo- 
ple—for instance, he’s so courteous and 
soft spoken that I first thought he was 
a Southerner, and so youthful that I 
figured he was ten years younger than 
he is—but there are never any false 
impressions as to his professional abil- 
ity or the high standards of his work. 
Everyone seems to agree that any dif- 
ficult assignment, in or out of Missis- 
sippi State College, will find him both 
willing and able. 

“In short, we would like to have him 
in Tennessee.” 


Louise Shores, Dean of Florida State 
University Library School: 


“We will miss Don in the Southeast. 
He made a significant professional con- 
tribution, both to our regional organi- 
zation and to his own State Association. 
His new library at State College gave 
evidence of superior administrative 
ability. I saw that first - hand on my 
visit there and I had increasing occa- 
sions to see one of our fine librarians 
in this region work. 
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“But, I also remember Don in his 
yvely home with his wife entertaining 
,; crowd of us visiting the Southern 
jssociation. And, I also recall him on 
the Mississippi Library Association pic- 
nic at Biloxi, and a dozen different 
ways, always courteous, considerate for 
the other fellow. Much as I am sorry 
for the Southeast that he is leaving, I 
feel] an even deeper personal loss that 
Don will not be one of us at the South- 
eastern meetings. But, our loss is cer- 
tainly going to be the Middle West’s 
gain, because I know Don will become 
an integral part of that section as he 
has been ours.” 


cient to more than pay for the cost of 
the publication and has faithfully sent 
it to me in time for each issue. Don, 
in his quiet and unassuming manner, 
accomplishes much. 


“Speaking of his quietness reminds 
me that he is quieter during his waking 
hours than when asleep. I speak with 
authority on this point, for I have 
roomed with him upon occasion at ALA 
conferences. Another conference high- 
light shared with Don is the memory 
of him leaving Chicago for Mississippi 
with two or three long loaves of bread 
under his arm for his wife and mother- 
in-law—a favorite kind of theirs baked 
only in Chicago. Since then I never 
think of either Benjamin Franklin or 
Don without thinking of the other. Don 
will be missed in the Southeast and we 
hope that he will be happy in his new 
work.” 


W. P. Kellam, Director of Libraries, 
University of Georgia: 


“I regret that Don Thompson has left 
the Southeast. Although I did not get 
to see him very often, he is the kind 
of person one likes to know is in this 
region. Don has served the cause of 
librarianship well in many capacities 
outside his own library. My closest pro- 
fessional association with him has been 
in our work with the Southeastern 
Librarian. As advertising manager 
he obtained advertising matter suffi- 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Two members of 
Don’s fan club, B. E. Powell of Duke 
University and Mrs. George Henry 
Crosland of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, were on vacation at the 
time MLN went to press. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 
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The “Etc.” of this article includes the 
Mississippi Library News, for which 
Don has served most capably as 
business manager. (The editor and the 
new business manager are a little pan- 
icky.) It includes also the Mississippi 
Library Association and the whole field 
of library development in Mississippi. 
Don will not be easily replaced. 


The director, staff, and board of com- 
missioners of the Library Commission 
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individually and collectively vote an 
enormous orchid to Don Thompson for 
his enthusiastic participation and wise 
council as a member of the Commis- 
sion’s board. 


So that all these salutations to Don 
will not be top-heavy with quotes, there 
will be none here — only a positive 
statement we are indeed members of 
the Don Thompson Fan Club. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


SUMMARY REPORT OF THE ALA 74TH 
ANNUAL MEETING, PHILADELPHIA, 


HUNTTING’S 


NEW REVISED (1954-1955) 
STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG 


Indicates Titles For Which 
WILSON CATALOG CARDS 
ARE AVAILABLE 
OVER 10,000 TITLES INCLUDED 

—SUPPLIED IN 


PUBLISHER'S BINDING 
HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
PLASTI-KLEER* ECONOMY BINDING 


also the most complete selection of prebound 


PRIMERS AND READERS 
and EASY BOOKS 


lf you have not recelved your copy, 
send for it today 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 


Over a Half Century Serving 
Libraries and Schools 


*Trade-Mark of Bro-Dart Industries, Ine. 
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To: Members of Mississippi Library 
Association 
From: Anona Jenkins, ALA Council 
Representative 

The following is a summary of Coun- 
cil discussion and action at the 74th 
annual ALA Conference in Philadel- 
phia, July 3-9, 1955 
FIRST COUNCIL SESSION 
July 4, 1955, 2:30 P. M. 

At the first meeting during the Phila- 
delphia Conference, the John Cotton 
Dana Publicity Award winners were 
announced by Dan Williams, Chairman 
ALA Public Relations Committee. 
Douglas Bryant, Chairman ALA Inter- 
national Relations Board, introduced 
and President Mumford presented cer- 
tificates to the 23 foreign librarians who 
have studied and worked in this coun- 
try since early in the year under a 
project supported by the State Depart- 
ment and directed by the ALA Interna- 
tional Relations Board. The meeting 
was then turned over to the firm of 
Cresap, McCormick and Paget, at which 
time Mr. Mead presented an audio- 
visual report on the ALA Management 
Survey. The report was made directly 
from the report as it will appear in the 
September issue of ALA Bulletin. 
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fCOND COUNCIL SESSION 
uly 6, 1955, 10:00 A.M. 


President-elect Richards presided in 
ine absence of President Mumford, who 
«as called to Washington on Library of 
ongress business. 


Mr. Richards, on behalf of the Execu- 
ive Board, read the Board’s statement 
{ position on the Management Survey 
jistributed at the July 4 meeting, after 
which he asked the Chairman of the 
Committee on Divisional Relations to 
sresent his committee’s supplementary 
port to its recommendations tabled by 
Council at the committee’s request dur- 
ing the 1955 Mid-winter meeting. 


At that point, the meeting was turned 
wer for discussion by the Council. The 
president of the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification called attention to 
the Division’s statement on the survey 
and presented the following resolution 
which was unanimously adopted: 


RESOLVED, That the ALA Council 
approves the recommendations of the 
ALA Executive Board as expressed in 
its July 2, 1955, statement and that 
Council directs the Executive Board to 
take prompt action to achieve their im- 
plementation. 


After the resolution was introduced 
and seconded, all divisions, either by 
their presidents or their council repre- 
sentatives, expressed approval in prin- 
ciple of the Management Survey 
Recommendations and concurrence in 
the position of the Executive Board. 
Enthusiastic approval was expressed by 
individual councilors and members. 


A great deal of discussion followed, 
after which it was 


VOTED, That the president and the 
president-elect, with the advice of the 
Executive Board, appoint a steering 
committee made up of members of the 
ALA Council who will use the appro- 
priate committees and boards within 
ALA to carry forward the implementa- 
tion of the Management Survey in ac- 
cordance with the motion introduced 
by the Division of Cataloging and Clas- 
sification. 
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THIRD COUNCIL SESSION 
July 8, 1955, 10:00 A. M. 


At the third session, President Mum- 
ford announced the selection of the 
steering committee on the implementa- 
tion of the Management Survey Recom- 
mendations as follows: President Rich- 
ards, President-elect Shaw, Charles F. 
Gosnell, Alice Louise LeFevre, Alice 
Brooks McGuire, Keyes D. Metcalf, Lu- 
cile Morsch, Louis M. Mourse, Helen A. 
Ridway, with the chairman to be 
selected at a later time. 


Several chapters, having applied for 
re-designation as ALA chapters and 
having completed all requirements, 
were re-designated chapters of the 
ALA upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Constitution and Bylaws. 


The Committee on Boards and Com- 
mittees reported several requests for 
action by already established commit- 
tees which it was felt after considera- 
tion should be held for attention by the 
Steering Committee on Implementation 
of the Management Survey. 


The School Library Bill of Rights 
submitted by the AASL was unani- 
mously endorsed. 


The Library’s Pay Plan—A State- 
ment of Principles, submitted by the 
Board of Personnel Administration, was 
approved by the Council. 


Amy Winslow, Chairman of the ALA 
Board on Adult Education, announced 
that two-year Library - Community 
Project grants have been awarded to 
Kansas, Maryland, Michigan, and Ten- 
nessee. The grants provide for pilot 
projects in the state extension agencies 
in the supervision and study of library 
adult education programs. The project 
will also provide consultant service in 
planning and executing workshops on 
adult education in the state library 
association meetings and through ex- 
tension agencies. Those four states were 
selected by the Adult Education Board 
from eighteen applications received. 
The selection was based on merit, local 
situation, ability and need, geographic 
distribution, size and type of libraries 
involved. 
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John S. Richards, Seattle City Librarian and President of the American Library 
Association, will be the principal speaker at the Mississippi Library Association 
convention at the Buena Vista Hotel in Biloxi October 20-22. Mr. Richards is 


shown here with MLA President, Manie Berry, and Anona Jenkins, MLA’s council 
member to ALA. 
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MLA SPEAKERS 


Two outstanding persons from “far- 
away” parts of the country will speak 
at the MLA meeting in Biloxi in Oc- 
tober. 

John Stewart Richards, Librarian of 
the Seattle Public Library, and new 
president of ALA, is to be the prin- 
cipal speaker. 

Mr. Richards, a blend of Welsh, 
Scotch and Canadian (but completely 
American), was born in Chicago and 
reared in the Yakima Valley of Wash- 
ington State. 

Educated in the elementary and high 
shhools of North Yakima, and at the 
University of Washington, Mr. Richards 
was the first man to enter the Uni- 
versity’s School of Librarianship. 

In 1916, with his library degree in 
hand, he took the kind of first library 
position that he has advocated to gradu- 
ates ever since — head librarian in a 
small town. There he did everything! 

Mr. Richards has been doing “every- 
thing” in and for libraries ever since — 
from a different standpoint. 

He organized and administered service 
libraries for the Army, taught elemen- 
tary courses in library science, and re- 
ceived a Master’s degree in Library 
Science. He has held administrative 
positions of ever increasing responsibil- 
ity in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and 
California. 

Since 1942, Mr. Richards has been 
Seattle City Librarian, a position which 
requires a “colorful and positive figure” 
— which he is. He is also, according to 
his associates, a warm and generous 
figure, one who is utterly approachable. 


Marguerite Henry is widely known 
among librarians and juvenile readers 
for her books about horses. Her King 
of the Wind won the Newbery Medal 
in 1949. 

Mrs. Henry did not grow up with 
horses, as you would think. As she says 
of her childhood, “The only horse we 
had was Bonnie by name but not dispo- 
sition .. . She was sold without my ever 
really knowing her ... In fact, I had to 
wait until I grew up to learn about 
horses.” 

To date, Mrs. Henry has written ap- 
proximately 30 books for children, in- 
cluding picture books and also books 
for older boys and girls. 

The Henrys live near Wayne, Illinois, 
where they keep Misty, a Chincoteague 
pony, and Friday, a Morgan horse. 
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DIXIE BOOKBINDING CoO. 


E. H. Young, Proprietor 


Bible -- Library Binding -- Gold Lettering 
Ruling - - Loose Leaf Binding 


215 S. FARISH - DIAL 3-1483 - JACKSON, MISS. 
OWNED OPERATED 
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Dan Kelly Scholarship Chairman 


MLA President Manie Berry has an- 
nounced that Dan Kelly of Greenwood 
has accepted the chairmanship of the 
MLA Scholarship Committee. 


The Executive Board in recent session 
decided that the Mississippi Library 
Association is now in position to offer 
a scholarship to some interested Missis- 
sippi student. It is thought that such a 
scholarship may serve as a means of 
increasing the number of trained li- 
brarians in our state. 


Mr. Kelly is an outstanding engineer 
in Greenwood. Libraries have a claim 
on him, too. He is a trustee of the 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library and 
one of the outstanding American Heri- 
tage discussion group leaders in the 
state. 





Award for Retiring Librarians 


The Executive Board of MLA has 
approved that the Awards Committee 
of MLA prepare an appropriate award 
for all retiring librarians. This award 
might take the form of a certificate of 
life membership. Each year, the recipi- 
ents of such awards would be given 
travel expenses to the state convention 
to receive the awards. 





Trustee Section To 
Co-Sponsor Workshop 


In its recent meeting, the Executive 
Board of MLA authorized its Trustee 
Section to sponsor a workshop, in co- 
operation with the Mississippi Library 
Commission and the University of Mis- 
sissippi. This sponsorship includes par- 
ticipation in program planning and fi- 
nancial responsibility not to exceed 
$200.00. The workshop is to be held at 
the University Continuation Center on 
December 1-2. 
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Margaret Peebles 


MLN Business Manager Named 


Margarete Peebles, Circulation Libra- 
rian, Mitchell Memorial Library, State 
College, has agreed to act as business 
manager of Mississippi Library News, 
to succeed Donald E. Thompson. 





HAVE YOU JOINED UP? 
Or, News About Dues 


Mississippi Library Association 
individual dues $1.00; send to Miss 
Sybil Hanna, Jackson Municipal 
Library, Jackson, Miss. 


American Library Association 
dues pro-rated according to salary; 
send to American Library Associa- 
tion, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, 
Illinois. 


Southeastern Library Association 


dues for individuals $2.00; send to 
Georgia School of Technology Li- 
brary, Atlanta 


Adult Education Association of the 
USA 
individual dues (for some pur- 


poses) $5; send to 1201 Sixteenth 
street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF THE MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 
1949 


CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I 


Name 


The name of this organization shall 
be the Mississippi Library Association. 


ARTICLE II 


Object 
The object of this organization shall 
be the establishment and development 
of effective library service in Missis- 
sippi. 
ARTICLE III 


Officers 
The officers of the Association shall 
be a president, a vice-president, and a 
secretary-treasurer. 


ARTICLE IV 


Meetings 

Section 1. There shall be an annual 
meeting of the Association at such time 
and place as may be determined by the 
Executive Board. 

Section 2. The Executive Board may 
make provisions for district meetings 
when they are deemed advisable. 

Section 3. Special meetings of the 
Association may be called by the Ex- 
ecutive Board and shall be called by 
the President on written request of 
10 % of the membership of the Associa- 
tion. At least one month’s notice of 
such special meeting shall be given, and 
only business specified in the call may 
be transacted at the meeting. 


ARTICLE V 


Amendments 


This constitution may be amended at 
any regular meeting of the Association 
by a 2/3 vote of those present and vot- 
ing, provided notice of the proposed 
amendment be sent to each member of 
the Association at least one month be- 
fore its adoption. 
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BY-LAWS 
ARTICLE I 
Officers and Government 


Section 1. The officers shall be 
elected at regular meetings of the As- 
sociation and shall serve for a period 
of two years and until the adjournment 
of the meeting at which their successors 
are chosen. In case of a vacancy in 
any office except that of president, the 
Executive Board shall designate some 
one to discharge the duties of the office 
until a successor is elected. 


Section 2. The president shall be the 
representative head of the Association. 
In case of his death, resignation, or in- 
ability to serve, the vice-president shall 
become president for the remainder of 
the term. 

Section 3. The secretary - treasurer 
shall keep a record of the attendance 
and proceedings of each meeting of the 
Association and of the Executive Board, 
collect membership dues, record all re- 
ceipts and disbursements, pay all bills 
on approval of the president, and make 
an annual report to the Association 
covering the fiscal year. 


Section 4. The fiscal year shall begin 
at the close of the annual meeting and 
end at the close of the following annual 
meeting. 

Section 5. The Executive Board shall 
consist of the president, the vice-presi- 
dent, the secretary-treasurer, the im- 
mediate past president of the Associa- 
tion, and the Executive Secretary of the 
Mississippi Library Commission. The 
business of the Association, except as 
otherwise provided in the constitution 
and by-laws, shall be vested in the Ex- 
ecutive Board, but the Association may, 
by a 2/3 vote of those present and vot- 
ing, take direct action or revise the 
action of the Executive Board, or give 
mandatory instructions. 


The Executive Board shall be respon- 
sible for the programs for all meetings 
of the Association and shall supervise 
the presentation and printing of papers 
and reports. 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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Following each election of officers, 
the Executive Board shall appoint 
standing committees as follows: 

(a) Constitution and by-laws 

(b) Legislative 

(c) Membership 

(d) Standards for Libraries 

(e) Publicity 
Other standing committees may be 

added at the discretion of the Executive 
Board. 

The members of all standing com- 
mittees, shall serve for a period of two 
years, their first year of service coin- 
ciding with the second year of service 
of the president, and their second year 
of service coinciding with the first year 
of service of the succeeding president. 

The president shall, from time to 
time, appoint such special committees 
as may be necessary. 

Amendments to By-Laws, 
Article I, Section 5 

Paragraph 5, Section 5, amended in 
1949 to read as follows: 

“The members of all committees, 
both standing and special shall 
serve for a period of two years. In 
the discretion of the Executive 
Board, committee members may be 
reimbursed for actual expenses in- 
curred in attending committee 
meetings.” 

Paragraph 5, Section 5, amended in 
1954 to read as follows: 

“Members of all standing com- 
mittees shall serve for a period of 
two years, their first year of ser- 
vice coinciding with the second 
year of the president, and their sec- 
ond year of service coinciding with 
the first year of service of the suc- 
ceeding president.” 

Paragraph 6, Section 5, amended in 
1954 to read as follows: 

“The president shall from time 
to time, appoint such special com- 
mittees as may be necessary.” 
Further amendments to Article I, 

Section 5, in 1954, reads as follows: 

“At the discretion of the Execu- 
tive Board, committee members 
may be reimbursed for actual ex- 
penses incurred in attending com- 
mittee meetings.” 
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Section 6. Members of the Executive 
Board may be reimbursed by the Ser. 
retary-Treasurer for actual transporta. 
tion expenses incurred in attending 
business sessions of the Executive 
Board except when such sessions are 
held during meetings of the Associa- 
tion. 

Amendment to By-Laws, 
Article I, Section 6 
Amended in 1949 to read as follows 
“Members of the Executive Board 
may be reimbursed for actual ex- 
penses incurred in attending busi- 
ness sessions of the Executive 

Board and the annual meeting. 

ARTICLE II 
Quorum 

Ten percent of the membership shal] 
constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of the business of the Association. 

ARTICLE III 
Dues 

Section 1. The annual dues shall be 
one dollar for individuals and two dol- 
lars and fifty cents for libraries and 
other organizations, due and payable in 
advance in January. 

Section 2. Only those individuals 
and institutions and organizations pay- 
ing dues in the calendar year in which 
the annual meeting is being held shall 
be considered as members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

ARTICLE IV 
Honorary Members 

On nomination by the Executive 
Board, honorary members may be 
elected by unanimous vote at any reg- 
ular meeting of the Association. 

ARTICLE V 
Suspension of By-Laws 

These by-laws may be suspended in 
case of emergency by unanimous vote 
of all those present at a regular meet- 
ing at which a quorum is present. 

ARTICLE VI 
Amendment of By-Laws 

These by-laws may be amended at 
any regular meeting of the Association 
by a 2/3 vote of those present and vot- 
ing, provided notice of the proposed 
amendment be sent to each member of 
the Association at least one month be- 
fore its adoption. 
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LIBRARY COMMISSION 


i 


Robert Wood 





Louise Dodd and Leverne Smith have 
joined the clerical staff at the Library 
Commission. 


Louise divides her typing time be- 
tween cataloging and circulation. La- 
verne, a junior at Millsaps, works in 
the circulation department in the after- 
noons. 
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FIELD WORKER FOUND 


It is with pleasure and with pride 
that the Library Commission introduces 
its new field representative, Robert D. 
Wood. 


Bob comes to Mississippi from Enid, 
Oklahoma, where he has been the ad- 
ministrative librarian of the Enid Pub- 
lic Library for several years. In pre- 
Enid days, he worked as a bookmobile 
librarian and as a reference librarian 
for the Library Association of Portland, 
Oregon. 


But Bob didn’t arrive into the world 
a librarian — nor have all of his recent 
pursuits been in the field of libraries. 


After graduation from high school, he 
went to work in a combination greet- 
ing card, gift shop, candy store, and 
rental library (the latter doesn’t make 
him a librarian, does it?) 


In 1941, Bob went on active duty with 
the National Guard, and Uncle Sam 
extended his tour of duty for the dura- 
tion. He saw acton all over the U.S. 
and Hawaii. 


Bob is a graduate of the library 
school of the University of Oklahoma. 
He has been active in committee work 
for the Oklahoma Library Association, 
various civic organizations, and other 
library organizations. He is a Rotarian 
and a Mason. 


Mrs. Wood (Norma) is also a librarian. 














































MLC 


CROWDED HOURS 
October 20 — Statewide Workshop for 


visit¢ 


Public Librarians, Biloxi 
October 20, 21, 22 — Mississippi Libra- supe 
ry Association, Biloxi woo 
whe 

October 24— United Nations Day libre 


November 6-12 — American Education 








Week 
Con 
November 12—Student Library As. tion 
sistants of Mississippi meeting, Jack- 
son 
November 13-19 — Children’s Book 
Week 
December 1-2—Library Workshop, 
University Ele 
Lik 
J. W. Hudspeth ant 
J. W. Hudspeth, Cockrum, has been appointed by Governor Hugh White Ch 
to serve a second term as a member of the Board of Commissioners of the Li 


Mississippi Library Commission. Mr. Hudspeth has long been interested in 
libraries and has worked with enthusiasm for library development in Mississippi. 


Lucy Alston, Circulation Supervisor, and Leatrica Pridgen, Circulation Clerk, 
were present at the workshop for school librarians, held at Mississippi Southern 
College July 25-29. 





Lelia Harper, Bookmobile Driver-Clerk, left the Commission on July 1. She 
is now working in the Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 


MLC is sorry to lose three other members of the clerical staff: 

Leatrica Pridgen, who has been in the circulation department for several 
years, is librarian-study hall teacher in Brandon. 

Nell Timmes, the summer replacement in the cataloging department, has 
returned to the Jackson school system as an elementary school librarian. 


Dorolyn Matthews has returned to her studies at Mississippi Southern, after 
working as a clerical assistant in circulation during the summer months. 





Mississippi’s delegate to the regional meeting of the Adult Education Asso- 
ciation of the U.S.A. in Birmingham on August 24 was Mrs. C. C. Clark, 
Supervisor of Group Services for MLC. 





Brigitte Kenney served on the steering committee for the Governor’s Safety 
Conference held at the Heidelberg Hotel in Jackson on August 30. 
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MLC GUEST BOOK 


The Welcome Mat is always out at the Library Commission. Among recent 
visitors were these: 


Mrs. Rosalie Perry Fraser, a native of Natchez, who worked as a district 
supervisor during the WPA library program and was later employed as extension 
librarian for Mississippi State College. Rosalie is now in Paw Paw, Michigan, 
where she is school library supervisor and part-time instructor in the University 
library science department. 


Mrs. Harry G. Newman, Jackson, mental health chairman of the Mississippi 
Congress of Parents and Teachers. Mrs. Newman is concerned with the promo- 
tion of reading materials in the mental health field. 


A former MLC Commissioner, Mrs. W. C. Mathews of Tupelo. 
Mrs. Sperry Cole of New Albany, a member of the county library board. 


The following librarians: Alberta Edmondson, Field Librarian for Jackson 
Elementary Schools; Elenora Gralow and Mrs. Bertha Smith, Lincoln County 
Library; Mrs. Alma Lumpkin of Lucedale; Mrs. Benjamin Simmons, Hazlehurst; 
and Mrs. Burton C. Ford, Ada Sessions Fant Memorial Library, Macon. 


There were also visits by Girl Scouts from Meridian, teachers from the 
Choctaw Indian Reservation, Girls’ State, Tougaloo College, and the Ole Miss 
Library School. 





LIBRARY FURNITURE 


ei MYRTLE’S FINE LIBRARY 
FURNITURE 


Excels in 
QUALITY ® DESIGN © WORKMANSHIP 





Many Mississippi Schools are Now Em- 
ploying Its Use 


We have enlarged our line of library 
supplies. Librarians will find us their best 
source of supply. 


Our latest catalogue of furniture and sup- 
plies now available upon request. 


MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL SUPPLY COMPANY 


“Serving Mississippi Schools’ 
116 E. South Street Jackson, Mississippi 
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Ada Sessions Fant Memorial Library, 
Macon 


A “Let’s Go Fishing” contest for chil- 
dren 6-12, and a story hour for the pre- 
school children, made up the library’s 
summer program. At the end of the 
program, a book was presented to the 
child who read the most books. 


This quote from Mrs. Ford: “At the 
first reading of an editorial in the State 
Times concerning OPERATION RAM, 
which project was being conducted for 
the penitentiary at Parchman, we de- 
cided to participate. We went through 
our shelves and wherever we had trip- 
licates of worthwhile books, pulled 
those and shipped a box of books to 
the State Times office.” 


Mrs. Boswell Stevens, Chairman of 
the Library Board, accompanied her 
husband to Europe. Mr. Stevens, Presi- 
dent of the Mississippi Farm Bureau, 
was one of five persons in the nation 
chosen to represent the American Farm 
Bureau at the meeting of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Agricultural Pro- 
ducers in Rome in September. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stevens will visit England, Scot- 
land, France, Switzerland, and Ger- 
many while in Europe. 
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Inverness Public Library, Inverness 


Mrs. M. L. Williams, Librarian, 
doesn’t have any exciting news — but 
circulation and interest in the library 
are high, and the citizenry is proud of 
its library. 
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Harriette Person Memorial Library, 
Port Gibson 


The Wednesday afternoon story hour 
was a popular summer event in 
Port Gibson, says Gretchen Guthrie. 
The highlight of this program was the 
celebration of Hans Christian Andersen 
day. A large poster from Denmark, 
and the telling of “The Steadfast Tin 
Soldier” and “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes” were used to honor the mem- 
ory of a man who has given pleasure 
to so many children. 





There were 41 enthusiastic “book- 
worms” in Port Gibson during the sum- 
mer for the reading club activities. 
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Carnegie Public Library, Clarksdale 


This is another of those occasions 
when a library is too busy making news 
to have time to report it. More from 
Clarksdale for the next issue, we hope. 








Anona Jenkins gives air conditioning 
the credit for the unusually large sum- 
mer attendance at story hour and at 
other children’s room activities. High- 
light of the party ending the summer 
reading club was a performance of 
magic tricks by a member of the read- 
ing club. . 
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Capital Area Regional Library, 
Raymond 


On September 1, William Wicker be- 
came director of the Capital Area Re- 
gional Library, to succeed Manie Berry. 


Mrs. S. F. Everett is librarian in the 
new branch library opened at Clinton. 
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Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen 


“Down the Book Trail to Read-On- 
Oregone” during the summer went Ab- 
erdeen’s pioneers — the Sam Houstons 
and the Davy Crocketts. In conestogas 
earned by correctly using the catalog, 
shelving books, spelling appropriate 
words, etc., the groups trailed with In- 
dian attacks (suddenly required activ- 
ities) all along and with the “breaking 
camp” once a week for real fun. Once 
a certain number of miles had been 
covered (books read and stories told) 
forts were built. Then each pioneer was 
free to stake claim to any section he 
desired (read any type of book). Re- 
wards were land-grants (called in ev- 
eryday language, reading certificates.) 


At the risk of losing face with the 
hot rod set, Lucille Peacock has after 
17 years disposed of Bessie, the 1933 
Chevrolet by which the community has 
always checked her presence or ab- 
sence from the library. Bessie has 
hauled tons of books, magazines, relics, 
etc., all these years. Bessie’s new owner 
is naturally a hot rod enthusiast. In 
Bessie’s place reigns Queen Elizabeth, 
a 1950 blue, two-door Ford. 


Local History Preservation Day was 
held in the library on August 5, birth- 
day of the library’s benefactor, Dr. W. 
A. Evans, in whose honor the program 
was given. Chief speaker for the day 
was Claude Gentry of Baldwyn. Midst 
Confederate flags, gay flowers and dis- 
plays of some of the library’s rare 
Dixiana, visitors listened with interest 
to Mr. Gentry’s review of his book 
Crossroads. 


Local Mississippi State College stu- 
dents have “found” their home town 
library as they struggle with assign- 
ments! 
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Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 


Librarian Elenora Gralow spent a 
two-week vacation in Minnesota. 


Lincoln County Library had two sum- 
mer reading clubs — a baseball one and 
an Indian one. Elenora reports that the 
baseball club was enjoyed but that the 
children loved the Indian club with a 
purple passion. Summer reading cer- 
tificates will be awarded during Book 
Week. 


Willie Mae Pickett, branch assistant 
at the Gulledge Branch for Negroes, at- 
tended the workshop for Negro librari- 
ans in Baton Rouge August 8-12. 


Gulledge Branch has other news and 
activities to report also. The room is 
in the midst of a face lifting. Bamboo 
shades have been put up, and several 
new chairs painted to look like Penn- 
sylvania Dutch have been added. Plans 
to paint the library and to build more 
shelves are in the making. During the 
summer months, a college girl with a 
talent for drawing and lettering did 
over signs at Gullege and made several 
new posters. 


A handbook of local material pub- 
lished by the City of Brookhaven con- 
tains a picture of a group of children 
in the library. 


— 
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Grénada County Library 


This news from E. Faye Griffeth, As- 
sistant Librarian: “Grenada County 
Library has been trying to keep the 
ball rolling in the absence of our 
librarian, Elizabeth Jones. Elizabeth 
underwent surgery at the Sanatorium 
on August 12. I am glad to report that 
she is recovering nicely.” 


Faye reports also that the Pirate 
Reading Program has kept them on 
their toes all summer. Registration for 
the club reached 228, and a large per- 
centage of this number won certificates. 











Northeast Regional Library, Corinth 


Completion of the Dr. Young 
Memorial Room for reference use is the 
realization of hope for a separate ref- 
erence room for adults. 

Dr. T. W. Young, a former Baptist 
minister of Corinth, started the first 
library in Corinth in 1926. It was a 
subscription library. In 1943, this libra- 
ry, the Corinth Public Library, merged 
with the Alcorn County Library. Dr. 
Young served as Chairman of the Board 
of Building Trustees of the Alcorn 
County Library from 1943 to his death 
in 1954. 

Dr. Young left a large part of his 
personal library to the library in Cor- 
inth. These books have been catalogued 
and will be kept in the Dr. Young 
Memorial Room, but will be available 
for circulation throughout the whole 
region. The room has been repainted, 
repapered, relighted, and has had the 
shelves renovated. 


This summer an order for 350 books 
for Kossuth Grammar School was made 
up. The books have been processed and 
sent to the school in time for its open- 
ing. This is the second large order that 
the Northeast Regional Library has 
made and processed for Kossuth in the 
last two years. It is a service the staff 
renders to school libraries in the four 
counties. In the last four years, eleven 
school libraries have been re-organized 
and catalogued. 





Biloxi Public Library, Biloxi 


The library, which has been Oper 
ating in only part of the building ; 
occupied, has now secured the entird 
building. The rooms which have bee; 
occupied by the Red Cross have bee 
vacated and freshly painted. The |j 
brary will now have two floors. Flor. 
ence Freidhoff, Librarian, has secured 
as an assistant the services of Mrs 
Terry Kilpatrick, who has had library 
experience in Massachusetts libraries 
before moving to Mississippi. 


- 
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City - County Memorial Library, 
Bay St. Louis 


The library never misses an oppor. 
tunity to render community service and 
to make itself the center of interest 
A member of the Library Commission 
staff arrived at the library recently to 
find the children gathering to see 2 
demonstration of sleight-of-hand by 2 
local boy who has become an amateur 
magician. 


The summer story hour for children 
from 5 to 9 years was conducted at the 
library by the American Legion Auxili- 
ary, with an attendance of from 40 to 
70 children. Meetings were followed by 
a great checking-out of books by the 
children. 





NOW .. 


Free Pick-up Service 
To ALL Mississippi 


WRITE TODAY FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 


SOUTHERN LIBRARY BINDERY CO. 


228 Woodland Street 





Nashville 6, Tennessee 
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Lee County Library, Tupelo 





For the first time Lee County Li- 
brary added service to the blind to its 
@ program in August. A survey was be- 







ave bee «un to find those who needed the 
© bee service and to learn their backgrounds, 





their preferences in library services, 
and their reading tastes. Within a few 








ar ‘a weeks talking machines, talking books, 
i libran and Braille books were distributed to 
Sheed the new library patrons. Plans were 

‘Si made for a “get-together” of the blind 





in September, for reader’s advisory ser- 
vice to them, and for Braille classes to 
be sponsored by the library at a later 
date. 


































ve The Summer Reading Club went off 
with a bang, with 461 Star Readers who 
oppor. read at least 12 books during the sum- 
vice ang mer. The gold star reader, a girl of 10, 
interest | topped the record with 125 books to 
mission{y her credit. 
ntly to o— 
) d ee . Houston Carnegie Library, Houston 
mateurl A long delayed Tag Day for the 
library was a July event in Houston, 
says Mrs. L. B. Reid, Librarian. Junior 
nildren | High School girls were chosen for the 
at the Work. Mrs. Reid believes that aside 
Auxilj.jg from the funds raised, Tag Day was 
40 to Well worth their while because of the 
ved by interest it aroused in the library. 
y the Fifty new gift books of popular fic- 
tion and a genealogy book given by Dr. 
John Dyer have been added to the 
library recently. 

The library finds it hard to satisfy the 
demand for juvenile biographies of 
famous men and women from foreign 

— countries. Mrs. Reid wishes fervently 





that someone would get busy and pro- 
duce more of them. 













PLAN TO ATTEND THE COAST 
CONFERENCE IN OCTOBER 
Pay Association Membership 

Dues 
($1.00 for individuals; $2.50 for 
institutions) 

to: Miss Sybil Hanna, Municipal 
Library, Jackson, Mississippi 
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Tallahatchie County Library, 
Charleston ’ 

Sara Dickson will tell you that Talla- 
hatchie has one of the prettiest little 
libraries in the state, what with its 
walls freshly painted green, the green 
asphalt tile floor, and the new shelves 
to take care of the young adult 
collection. 

Tallahatchie’s bookmobile has the 
best circulation it has ever had. Sara 
has had to send out an S.O.S. now and 
then for books to help fill the demand. 


The Saturday morning story hour is 
another thing that is growing. Attend- 
ance has grown from 9 children to 32 
children. 


£) 
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Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Willie Dee Robbins and Earl C. 
Gharst were married August 7 in a 
lovely ceremony at the home of Willie 
Dee’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Rob- 
bins, of Monticello. The Gharsts will 
make their home in Fairfield, Alabama, 
where Earl is manager of the S. H. 
Kress Company. Willie Dee has been 
head librarian at Fisk for the past two 
years. She will be greatly missed by 
her friends and associates in Mississippi 


Fisk’s summer reading program has 
been a real success in broadening the 
children’s reading interests, the staff 
feels. A total of 206 children partici- 
pated in the “Rockets to Adventure 
Club.” 
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Rosedale-Bolivar County Library, 
Rosedale 

By way of bringing us up - to - date 
historically, Mrs. Rosa B. Shelby, Li- 
brarian, writes that since the library 
was Officially opened on April 5, 1943, 
it has never closed for any purpose. 

Rosedale- Bolivar is proud of its 
choice selection of genealogy books pre- 
sented by Mrs. Florence Sillers. 

And, says Miss Rosa, “My report 
would not be complete unless I added 
a word of appreciative affection for 
Mattie Milner, who has been so kind 
and patient with us.” 
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Brook Avenue School Library, Bayshore, L. |.—completely 
furnished with Library Bureau Trend Color Line equipment. 


TREND C ster /imé—. 


introduced by LIBRARY BUREAU 


Trend Color Line apronless tables, 
newest in Library Bureau’s com- 
plete line of library equipment, are 
shown in the photograph. These 
beautiful new tables have tops in 
soft decorator colors...sage brush 
green, aster rose, desert tan and 
cocoa brown. Library Bureau meets 
the growing trend to use of color in 
libraries with these handsome table 
tops (and tops of charge desks). 

Library Bureau, originator of the 
apronless table, has gone a step fur- 
ther in perfecting this famous table. 
New design and construction have 
eliminated even the headers, mak- 
ing this table completely apronless 
and providing ample, free leg space 
all around. 


Pressed wood for the top and 
bottom surfaces of the table top 
gives wearing quality long sought 
to withstand the hard wear and 
abuse it receives in library use. A 
new finish for all Color Line 
library equipment — PermaSeal — 
will give years of satisfactory wear. 

Trend Color Line Tables are 
smartly designed. Birch legs, sturdy 
but slender in appearance, are 
slightly splayed, “square-round.” 

Library Bureau can help you! 
Quality products, plus 75 years of 
library planning experience and the 
personal services of an LB planning 
specialist are available to you! 

Write for new booklet—LB704— 
“Introducing Trend Color Line.” 





i 1711 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans 13, La. 
(se Remington and 341 Madison Ave., Memphis 3, Tenn. 
= 2216 Fifth Ave. N., Birmingham 3, Ala. 
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SCHOOL LBIRARIES 


Student Library Assistants Meeting 


November 12 is the date for the third 
annual meeting of the Student Library 
Assistants of Mississippi. The meeting 
will begin at 10:00 A.M. at Central High 
School in Jackson. 


Mrs. Louise Thompson, Curator of 
the Mississippi Room of the University 
of Mississippi, will be the featured 
speaker. Discussion groups will be 
held on such subjects as new books, 
posters, library clubs, making the li- 
brary more attractive, circulation, pub- 
licity, future librarians, reference, ver- 
tical files. A clinic will be conducted 
for officers of regional organizations. 
One group will see several library skits 
presented. Pat Smith will discuss cre- 
ative writing. Mrs. Katherine Bella- 
mann will talk to interested students 
on poetry and other forms of creative 
writing. Librarians are asked to urge 
their student assistants to “spread 
themselves out” so that one school can 
be represented in a number of discus- 
sion groups. 


Clara Chamberlain, Vice-President of 
the Mississippi Association of School 
Librarians, is in charge of the morning 
program for librarians who will meet 
together while the students are in their 
discussion groups. The program will 
concern students’ reading and reporting 
on books. 
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During the business session the Don- 
ald Dana Award will be presented to 
the school whose library activities 
scrapbook is judged the winner. For 
the election of officers each school will 
vote through its delegate. Many schools 
are making plans for backing one of 
their student assistants for office in 
this state organization. 


Officers to serve through the Novem- 
ber 12 meeting are: 


President—Sylvia Golmon, Central 
High (112 Robinhood Road) 


Vice-President—Betty Lynn Jones, 
Hollandale 


Secretary—Dorothy Kemp, Crystal 
Springs 


Treasurer—Joyce Houston, 
Yazoo City (Route 1) 


Reporter—Beverly Mallett, Clarksdale 
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Mississippi Bibliography 
Committee Named 


Susie Bull reports the following new 
committee to work on a bibliography of 
Mississippi material: Ora Bizzell, Shel- 
by, Chairman; Mrs. Lida Lee, Anguilla; 
Mrs. Carl S. Wilson, Crosby; Mrs. S. F. 
Magee, Monticello; Mrs. C. G. McFar- 
land, Greenville. 











School Library Section 
To Hear Marguerite Henry 


Susi¢ Bull, chairman of the School 
Library Section of MLA, announces 
that the school librarians will meet 
during the MLA meeting in Biloxi on 
Saturday morning, October 22, at 9:30. 
A special treat on the occasion will be 
a visit and talk by Marguerite Henry, 
noted author of children’s books. 
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Workshop Worthwhile 


Participants in the school library 
workshop at Mississippi Southern Col- 
lege July 25-29 agree that the time and 
effort spent was well worth their while. 


Sybil Baird, Librarian of "adian 
Springs School, Helena, Alabama, was 
consultant. The course was offered by 
the college in cooperation with the 
State Department of Education. Mrs. 
Mary Jo Magee of Southern and Anna- 
belle Koonce of the State Department 
of Education directed the workshop. 


The subject for the week’s work was 
Reading Guidance. There were discus- 
sions on how to build within the stu- 
dent the desire to read, the part books 
play in the matter of personal adjust- 
ment, cooperation of librarian and 
other teachers. Dr. Ralph Staiger, Di- 
rector of the Reading Clinic at South- 
ern, talked to the group on the tech- 
niques of reading. 


Much of the discussion centered 
around that “problem child” the book 
report. Various enjoyable methods of 
giving book reports were demonstrated 
— dramatizing a scene from the book, 
conducting a panel, informal discussion 
of the book. 


These were there: Mrs. B. Bacot 
Evans, Monticello; Mrs. W. C. Harrison, 
Ellisville; Mrs. Morris C. Phillips, Mad- 
den; Mrs. Tommie Cooksey, Lexington; 
Mrs. Nell Parkman Jackson, Carson; 
Mrs. Carl S. Wilson, Crosby; Mrs. W. H. 
Greer, Carlisle; Mrs. W. M. Milton, 
Camden; Mrs. Marble Dukes, Magee; 
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Mrs. Clovis E. Steele, Philadelphia; F. 
P. Keen, Louisville; Vera Jo Gaskin, 
Forest; Susie Bull, Columbus; Hazel y. 
Polk, Jackson; Mrs. Elizabeth Pigott, 
Tylertown; Mrs. Mary Packwood, Ty- 
lertown; Mrs. J. O. Pridgen, Mississippi 
Library Commission, Jackson; Mrs. 
Lucy M. Alston, Mississippi Library 
Commission, Jackson; Mrs. Joseph Mc- 
Donald, Prentiss; Nettie Rose McNair, 
Forest, Louisiana; Mrs. Gordon Sham: 
burger, McComb. 


A record of the workshop will be dis- 
tributed in the fall by the office of the 
Library Supervisor, State Department 
of Education, Jackson. Write for a copy 
if you would like one. 
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School Librarians Attend ALA 


Annabelle Koonce of the State De. 
partment of Education and Susie Bull 
of Lee High School, Columbus, attended 
the American Library Association 
meeting in Philadelphia July 3-9. 


Annabelle served as a member of the 
panel on “School Libraries, 1955-56,” at 
the meeting of city, county and state 
school library supervisors. She dis- 
cussed the physical setup of a school 
library. 


Susie Bull represented the Mississippi 
Association of School Librarians as 
State Assembly Member of the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. 
She received the newly published State 
Assembly Handbook, which will be 
passed from each retiring assembly 
member to the new one. 


A high spot of the ALA conference 
for Annabelle and Susie was the New- 
bery-Caldecott banquet, at which 
Meindert DeJong received the New- 
bery award and Marcia Brown the 
Caldecott award. 


A stopover in Washington, D. C., on 
the way to Philadelphia and a tour of 
New York City after the association 
meeting was another enjoyable feature 
of the trip. 
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New Faces in New Places 


This report of librarians in new po- 
sitions is far from complete, reports Sue 
Coltharp — but no other changes of 
address have been reported. 


Have you left your forwarding ad- 
dress? 


Mrs. Geraldine S. Jenkins, Picayune 
High School 


Mrs. Mabel Dorsett, Charleston High 
School 


Mrs. Nora Gresham, Clarksdale Junior 
High 

Josephine Frazer, Clarksdale High 
School 


Mrs. Kent Flowers McFarland, Green- 
ville High School 


Dauphine Jones, Hinds Junior College, 
Raymond 


Bernice Cox, Kosciusko High School 
Mrs. W. C. Leech, Pontotoc High School 


Mrs. A. C. Jackson, Carson Vocational 
School 


Bernice McMullan, Fayette High School 


Mrs. Gordon Shamburger, Fernwood 
High School 


Mrs. Marble Dukes, White Oak Consoli- 
dated School, Magee 


E. P. Keen, Zephyr Hill School, Phila- 
delphia 


Mrs. Frances Lord, Lucedale High 
School 


Mrs. Sybil Steele, Magee High School 
Louise Adair, Aberdeen High School 


Verlie Duncan, Provine High School, 
Jackson 

Mary Virginia Younger, Murrah High 
School, Jackson. 





on you soon. 





Follett 


LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 
Send for our catalog— 


The Follet Guide To Good Reading 
for Young Readers 


Our representative, Mr. Chas. R. Follett, will be calling 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY 
(Division of Wilcox & Follett Co.) 


1018 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago 7, Illinois 
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New Look in Libraries 

The library at the Cary Consolidated 
Line School will be housed in enlarged 
and remodeled quarters this session. 
The schedule has not been definitely 
worked out, but all pupils of the school 
will have an opportunity to use the new 
centralized library. 

The study hall will be held in the 
library at some periods of the day, 
supervised by some member of the 
faculty. 

At least one period will be devoted 
to the elementary grades each day. All 
students will receive training in the 
use of the library by Mrs. Mary E. 
Nay, Librarian. Both students and fac- 
ulty look forward to this year’s work 
with an improvement in the school’s 
library service. 


Maie Brown of Crystal Springs js 
happy to leave her study hall duties 
behind her this year. She is now full. 
time librarian, with a remodeled library 
adjoining the study hall. 


The Madden High School Library has 
been completely remodeled, reports 
Mrs. Morris Phillips. Books had form- 
erly been shelved in a dark corner, 
Now they are shelved along reading 
room walls which have been tinted 
light green. 


Various other remodeling jobs and 
concentrated house cleanings were 
scheduled for the summer. School li- 
braries are going all out for the new 
look. 
















740 St. Charles Ave. 
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Mississippi Southern College, 
Hattiesburg 

Anna Roberts, Librarian, returned 
from her European tour in mid-Sep- 
tember. 

A workshop for librarians interested 
in reading guidance was held July 
25-29. Sybil Baird, Librarian of Indian 
Springs School, Helena, Alabama, and 
Annabelle Koonce, Library Supervisor 
for the State Department of Education, 
acted as consultants. 
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University of Mississippi, University 

According to statistics compiled by 
Mrs. Jacqueline Schnur of the reference 
department in her summary entitled 
“Literary Honors and Awards of Mis- 
sissippi Authors, 1945-1955,” twenty 
Mississippi authors have published 
award-winning novels, short stories, 
plays, poetry and children’s books dur- 
ing the past ten years. Thirteen of 
them received twenty-nine significant 
honors and awards and twelve pro- 
duced seventeen books selected by ten 
book clubs. Since several authors won 
the same award twice, or two awards 
for one publication, their combined 
honors during this period reached a 
total of sixty-eight. 

The greatest number of awards and 
honors, other than book club selections, 
was received by William Faulkner (15), 
Tennessee Williams (9), Eudora Welty 
(7), Hodding Carter (3), Dumas Malone 
(3), and Elizabeth Spencer (3). 

EDITOR’S NOTE: MLN plans to in- 
clude Mrs. Schnur’s complete article in 
the December issue. 
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Mississippi State College for Women, 
Columbus 

Mrs. Eunice Weaver enrolled for ad- 
vanced courses at Peabody Library 
School for the summer session. 


Mrs. Kate Barton taught library 
science at the University of Alabama 
during the entire summer. 


Special flower arrangements by 
Chebie Anne Gaines will spotlight a 
showing of books on homemaking in 
the library this season. 


A five-week sight-seeing tour took 
Beulah Culbertson and Virginia Robin- 
son as far as Muir Woods. Among the 
many libraries visited, the William An- 
drews Clark Memorial Library was 
notable for its 17th and 18th century 
collections, Oscar Wilde and Bret Harte 
rarities; and the Henry E. Huntington 
Library for its first editions and manu- 
scripts. 
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Delta State College, Cleveland 

Eleanor Harkins’ vacation in Mexico 
included a 5,000-mile tour and a visit 
to Neill James in Ajijic. 





Despite the “organized confusion” of 
a remodeling project, regular library 
service has been given at Delta State. 
The shifting of 35,000 books in two 
days, with two students and four work- 
men assisting the staff, is a king-size 
accomplishment. 


Mrs. J. L. Woosley joined the staff 
on August 17 as Secretary Assistant. 
She replaces Mrs. Jack Colbert, re- 
signed. Mrs. Colbert will live in Co- 
lumbus. 
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Missi¥sippi State College, State College 


Margarete Peebles, Head of the Cir- 
culation Dep@mtment, has been ap- 
pointed by the Executive Board of 
MLA to succeed Don Thompson as 
Business Manager of Mississippi Libra- 
ry News. 


A new subject field in which the 
library is making microfilm copies is 
that of church records. President Ben 
Hilbun obtained for this purpose min- 
utes of the Big Creek Church, Jones 
County, covering about a century. The 
minutes, registers, and records of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodville, 
from 1823 to 1940 are also on microfilm. 


Margaret Ann Nation, Assistant Ref- 
erence Librarian, left at the end of 
August to accept a position at the Flori- 
da State University Library in Talla- 
hassee. 


A separate catalogue has been pre- 
pared for the books in the Mississippi 
Rare Book Room. This catalogue, which 
is kept in the room, lists books by 
author and title. 


Mrs. Harold Hall, assistant in circu- 
lation, resigned September 1, to go to 
Sunflower Junior College, where her 
husband has a position. Mrs. Hall has 
been in charge of the reserve desk. Her 
talents in preparing and assembling 
displays will be greatly missed. 


Donald E. Thompson, Director of 
Libraries, left at the end of August to 
accept a position at Wabash College 
in Crawfordsville, Indiana. 


The concluding lectures of the Sum- 
mer Conference for Social Studies 
Teachers at Mississippi Southern were 
given by Willie D. Halsell on July 7. 
The subjects of her lectures were: 
L. Q. C. Lamar and the Road to Re- 
union; Some Phases of Post Recon- 
struction Mississippi History; Local and 
Library Materials for Teachers of Mis- 
sissippi History. 





The Library has recently receive 
several gifts of somewhat unusual na. 
ture: an issue of the wallpaper edition 
of the Vicksburg Daily Citizen, and ; 
number of the Ulster County Gazette 
printed in Kingston, New York, Jan. 
uary 4, 1800, which contains , 
description of George Washington’; 
funeral. Local history materials haye 
been augmented by a typed copy of 
the autobiography of Stephen A. Brown 
of Columbus, Mississippi, and copies of 
letters written by W. H. Young, a Con- 
federate soldier of Carroll County. 
Microfilm copy of manuscripts and ar- 
ticles collected by Miss Susie Trigg and 
now in the possession of Mrs. Joe Baird 
increase information on the history of 
Greenville and Washington County. 
Several agricultural periodicals printed 
in Mississippi prior to Progressive 
Farmer have been placed on microfilm, 
and the library has started on a long 
term project of microfilming the tri- 
states edition of the Commercial Ap- 
peal, beginning with January, 1900. 
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Jones County Agricultural High School 
And Junior College, Ellisville 


Mattie Mae Viverette, Librarian, re- 
ports that the library gives a five-fold 
service — to the grammar school, junior 
high school, senior high school, college, 
and to the citizens of Ellisville. 


Substantial additions to the Missis- 
sippi collection and to the program 
material shelf have helped to make this 
widespread service possible. 


A library assistant who is an art 
major keeps readers informed about 
new books through bulletin boards and 
a column in the Radionian. 
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“In spite of decreased Base strength 
at Keesler,” writes Mrs. Ruth D. Scharr, 
Base Librarian, “our circulation has 
shown a marked increase in the past 
few months, and we are expecting to 
better our last year’s record of 103,000, 
a record which was the best among the 
Air Force libraries in the Zone of the 
Interior.” 


Two summer programs for dependent 
children of Base personnel were carried 
on by Beth Love, formerly a children’s 
librarian in Gulfport, and now a branch 
librarian at the Air Force Base. 


The Big Top Reading Club for chil- 
dren 8-16 was an innovation at Keesler 
and proved highly successful. Approxi- 
mately 80 children joined the club and 
were most enthusiastic readers. Cer- 
tificates were given to all children who 
completed the required reading. 


A story hour for children 4-7 each 
Wednesday morning brought enthusias- 
tic response, too. An average attend- 
ance of 40 at the story hour sessions 
indicated the interest the program 
aroused. A party the last Wednesday 
in August closed the story hour series. 
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Roland Medical Library, University of 
Mississippi Medical School, Jackson 


Irene Graham is librarian at the Ole 
Miss medical school library in Jackson. 
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Jean Gunter, Librarian for the Wel- 
fare Department, has literally been 
working herself out of mountains of 
pamphlets and monographs. The re- 
sults are quite satisfactory. 


All pamphlets have been assigned 
subject headings and filed by the 
subject. 


A project is now under way to make 
author and title analytics for welfare 
monographs. Since the department’s 
subject bibliography file is so exten- 
sive, making subject headings for indi- 
vidual articles contained in the mono- 
graphs would likely slow down the 
process. Making analytics for all mono- 
graphs will help to eliminate the same 
material found in pamphlets with less 
durable formats. In making monograph 
analytics, conference proceedings, sub- 
ject and author monographs, and some 
bound periodicals will be included. 


—— 
vv 





Department of Archives and History. 
State of Mississippi, Jackson 


Charlotte Capers has been named 
director of the Department of Archives 
and History, to succeed Dr. W. D. Mc- 
Cain, who is now president of Missis- 
sippi Southern College. 


Mrs. Martha Lang resigned her posi- 
tion in the Archives Department to 
accept a position in the Millsaps Col- 
lege Library. 
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BOOKMOBILE VISITS 
CHOCTAW SCHOOLS 


More than 600 Choctaw children had 
their first experience with a “library 
on whee!ls” when the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission bookmobile visited 
schools on the Choctaw Reservation in 
East Central Mississippi on July 18-19. 


The trip came about as the result of 
a request from Mrs. Clarice Carmichael, 
Education Specialist for the Choctaw 
Area Field Office at Philadelphia. 


The particular purpose of this trip 
was to demonstrate how effective a 
bookmobile service might be as a means 
of centralizing library service in the 7 
scattered Choctaw schools in the area. 


Mr. Paul Vance, Administrative Offi- 
cer, and Mr. T. H. Heard, School Prin- 
cipal, agree with Mrs. Carmichael in 
the belief that a mobile unit to serve 
not only as a library, but also as a 
general coordinating agency between 
schools, would be economically sound. 
educationally effective, and immensely 
popular with children and teachers. It 
is also believed that such a mobile li- 
brary will be of pleasure and value to 
the adult population of the reservation 
as it is gradually extended to them. 


It would be hard to know who had 
the best time on this trip—the bright- 
faced, expectant boys and girls, or the 
two “book ladies” from the Library 
Commission, Lura Currier and Brigitte 
Kenney. It was a sort of “a good time 
was had by all” occasion. 
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MADE IN MISSISSIPPI 


So well had the Choctaw children 
been prepared for the coming of the 
bookmobile that when the day came 
for its arrival, there was an air of eager 
anticipation all about. They had drawn 
and cut out pictures of bookmobiles, 
used book jackets for display, made up 
bulletin boards, talked about how to 
care for books and of the fun that there 
is in reading. 


At each of the 6 schools visited, 
teachers brought their pupils on the 
bookmobile, one class at the time. Each 
child was permitted to check out a 
book of his own choosing. In addition 
to these, teachers selected other books. 
A total of 700 books were left on loan 
to the Choctaw schools, until such time 
as the bookmobile can return for an- 
other demonstration run. 


The personnel at the Choctaw Reser- 
vation are looking forward to a time 
in the very near future, when they hope 
to own a bookmobile, and thus be able 
to install a permanent schedule of runs 
to the schools and to adult centers. This, 
they feel, is the answer to a good libra- 
ry service to the more than 3,000 Choc- 
taws in Mississippi. 


The Library Commission’s bookmo- 
bile was on display at the Choctaw Fair 
in Philadelphia on September 1-2, so 
that the adults of the Reservation, and 
the children who missed the trip to 
schools on July 18-19, could see what 
a bookmobile is like. 
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BOOKS FOR PARCHMAN 


It all started with the State Times 
OPERATION RAM —the “Rahabilitate 
a Mind” book drive for the men and 
women at Parchman. 


Norman Shavin, Sunday Editor of 
the State Times, conceived the cam- 
paign after learning of the deplorably 
depleted library at Parchman. 


When the drive began, Mr. Shavin 
called the Library Commission for an 
endorsement. Here is what Commission 
Director Lura Currier wrote to Mr. 
Shavin: 


“Congratulations on the spirit 
that is behind your OPERATION 
RAM (Rehabilitate a Mind) through 
which you hope to help provide 
books for prisoners at Parchman. 
The therapeutical value of books 
has long been recognized by the 
best authorities on correctional in- 
stitutions. 


“A good library program at our 
state institutions is long, long over- 
due. The Library Commission 
recognizes its legal and moral re- 
sponsibility and regrets that there 
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have never been funds and staff to 
provide this greatly needed service. 
It is entirely possible that the ex- 
cellent publicity that such a cam- 
paign as yours will shed on this 
deplorable situation will bring 
about the public concern necessary 
to get a program going. 


“Know that we heartily endorse 
the idea of securing good books for 
our state institutions and that we 
will help you in every way that we 
can to see that the campaign ma- 
tures into something lasting and 
permanent in the way of a library 
program for mental rehabilitation.” 


The 6,701 books collected in the cam- 
paign were carried to the penitentiary 
in the Library Commission’s two book- 
mobiles. Accompanying the books to 
Parchman were Mrs. Currier, Mr. 
Shavin, and E. R. Edwards, owner of 
the Pix Theatre (who distributed al- 
most 2,300 free passes to book donors). 


The Library Commission has map- 
ped out plans with Superintendent M. 
E. Wiggins and Chaplain S. B. Harring- 
ton of Parchman for a constantly im- 
proving library service. 

















GOVERNOR'S SAFETY 
CONFERENCE 


also the Parent-Teachers Association of 
which she is national secretary, talkeq 
about home safety. 


The 
partici 
ning 
confer 


By Brigitte Kenney 








The Library Commission was one of 
the participating agencies in the Gov- 
ernor’s Safety Conference which con- 
vened in Jackson on August 30 for a 
one-day meeting. The purpose of the 
conference was to study the safety situ- 


After these short keynote addresses, 
the conference broke up into discussion 
groups to really discuss our safety prob. 
lems and, if possible, come up with a 
solution. 








ation in Mississippi and, if possible, These discussion groups were high- §j of the: 
find ways to improve it. lighted by strong enthusiasm and deep § the ©° 
sincerity on the part of all participants. The 
About 250 people met in the Victory Panels of experts on the various phases 
Room of the Heidelberg Hotel to hear f Safety were there to help clarify 
an official welcome by Governor White, questions. P anel chairmen helped guide 
followed by the principal address of the discussion toward the goal: A state- 
the morning by General G. C. Stewart, wide safety council in Mississippi. 
Chairman of the National Safety Coun- 
cil. General Stewart pointed out that All of the eight panels came up with 
accident prevention is clearly a national some ideas as to how the goal could be 
MUST, and gave facts and statistics to achieved. Some even drew it up in the 
prove his point. form of a resolution. 
During the luncheon, Roy Gatlin, a After the discussion groups disbanded 
teenager from Madison, and recent win- for refreshments, the panel chairmen 
ner of the state 4-H speaking contest, and recorders met with the chairman 
addressed the group. He urged the im-_ of the steering committee and reported 
portance of a statewide teenage safety findings of their groups. The ideas 
conference to promote safety conscious- which had emerged from the discussion _— 


ness among the young people, and also 
the great need of driver training in all 
schools as the answer to most of our 
traffic accidents. “All of us, teenagers 
and adults alike, have fallen down on 
our responsibility regarding safety,” he 
stated. 


During the afternoon session, the 
group heard brief speeches by members 
of the conference representing the vari- 
ous phases of safety. Grady Gilmore 
from the Mississippi Highway Patrol 
spoke on public safety; Pete Deweese 
of the A. DeWeese Lumber Company 
on industrial safety; A. P. Smith, State 
Department of Education, on school 
safety. Farm safety was discussed by 
John Grace of the Mississippi Farm 
Bureau, and flying safety by Bud Moore 
of the Mississippi Aeronautics Commis- 
sion. Mrs. Lucy Alston of the Missis- 
sippi Library Commission, representing 
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were combined and a resolution was 
drawn up and presented to the con- 
ference as it re-convened in a general 
session. The resolution stated that a 
statewide safety council should be 
formed, and that the present steering 
committee should be in charge of set- 
ting up the council. Motions were made 
and duly seconded and the resolution 
was passed unanimously. 


Some of the other suggestions which 
emerged from the discussion were: the 
formation of a teenage safety council 
to be closely connected with the adult 
group; formation of a safety council on 
county and local levels; employment of 
a full-time secretary for the council; 
enforcement of stock laws and driver’s 
physical examinations. One of the most 
important things recommended was 
that driver’s training be taught in every 
high school in the state. 
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The Mississippi Library Commission books, pamphlets and films) distributed 

participated actively in both the plan- by the Library Commission proved so 
sing and the execution of the safety popular that a request for 500 addi- 
onference. Lura Currier and Brigitte tional lists has been made. 
Kenney served on the steering commit- ae , 
te. Lucy Alston made a speech. Mrs. It “— most gratifying to be — 
c C. Clark led a discussion panel. Lura ated with people who were genuinely 
Currier Martha Couty, Lucy Alston enthusiastic in their desire for a better 
nd Brigitte Kenney worked as me safety program in Mississippi. Mem- 
corders in panel discussion sessions. All bers of pec cnn —~ a goon et 
of these, plus Elizabeth Long, registered in the — erence feel that something 
the conference attendants. worthwhile and concrete toward selling 
‘ libraries was accomplished by helping 

The safety bibliographies (including with the conference. 
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A TRUSTEE’S-EYE VIEW OF ALA 
By Cecil Jennings 
Trustee First Regional Library 
and 
Mississippi Library Commission 


Our editor thinks the impressions of 
a trustee upon her first trip to ALA 
would be of interest to her readers, the 
idea being that it would represent a 
“fresh approach” to the subject. “Fresh” 
it will of necessity be, though as to its 
news value, only you can judge. 


I thought I was prepared for the 
magnitude of such a conference, and 
the pre-conference meetings I attended 
for three days prior to the opening ses- 
sion were of some help in this respect, 
but then the tidal wave hit! I tried 
earnestly to follow the schedule planned 
for me by my friends, all seasoned con- 
ference-goers, and only twice did I find 
myself in the wrong place at the right 
time, or vice versa. 


I also tried to concentrate on the 
meeting at hand and forget what I was 
missing in another place and on another 
subject. For instance, at the time I was 
enjoying listening to Dr. E. Preston 
Sharp of the Youth Study Center in 
Philadelphia on “Youth! Libraries! De- 
linquency!” I would like to have been 
two people so I could hear Elizabeth 
Nesbitt of Carnegie Library School of 
Pittsburgh speak on “An Enviable Im- 
pression” at a meeting of the Children’s 
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Library Association; and on Thursday 
while I was attending a most interest- 
ing meeting of the Trustees Section, 
another interesting panel discussion 
was taking place about the operation 
of regional libraries for the blind — 
which is a phase of service in which I am 
particularly interested. And at the same 
time Mrs. Katherine Jeffrey of the As- 
sociation of Young People’s Librarians 
was speaking on the provocative sub- 
ject “Operation Bootstrap, Operating a 
Young People’s Librarians Club.” This 
describes my major problem while at 
ALA, I do believe. 


I must admit to arriving at some of 
the sessions in a somewhat confused 
state. One occasion stands out in my 
mind. After a polite but determined 
effort I managed to capture a taxi from 
under the nose of about 25 polite but 
also determined people. The ride was 
more hectic than usual, as we took a 
route down cobblestone streets, which 
reminded me of riding over cotton rows 
at home. All Philadelphia taxi drivers 
I found to be very talkative, but this 
one picked a rather unusual subject — 
the merits of the system of phonetics in 
the teaching of reading. We had a 
heated discussion, most friendly and 
most satisfying, since we were quite in 
agreement; but as I arrived at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania amid honking 
and screeching of brakes, I was de- 
posited gasping on the sidewalk, and 
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it took me at least 20 minutes to attain 
a state of calm in which I could listen 
to the scholarly remarks of the eminent 
Dr. Leigh with any degree of intelli- 
gence. I am afraid that the only point 
Ican remember that he made was that 
a person finishing library school should 
be required to serve an internship of 
one year in a public library. 


Among the celebrated evening speak- 
ers were that perfectly delightful per- 
son, Jonathan Daniels, author and edi- 
tor of Raleigh, North Carolina; and As- 
sistant Secretary of State George V. 
Allen, who gave an interesting slant on 
American libraries in foreign countries. 
This latter, I must confess, did not have 
my undivided attention, since it was 
the night of July 4 and my mind wan- 
dered longingly to the fireworks in In- 
dependence Square. 


Many of the meetings were held in 
Convention Hall, where I spent much 
of my time, lost but happy. This, you 
will recall, was the scene of the last 
National Democratic Convention. But 
watching the proceedings of this con- 
vention over TV did not prepare me 
for the enormity of the building. I 
often wandered among the miles of 
exhibits, fascinated by the display of 
books, bookmobiles, audio-visual equip- 
ment, library furniture — in fact every 
known gadget invented for use in the 
field of libraries. Toward the last, I 
was able to get some landmarks in my 
mind so that I could find my way 
pretty well, that is if I went in at the 
main entrance. I could find the big 
hall downstairs, the restroom nearest 
to it, the coffee shop, and could get 
through the exhibit hall by a certain 
trail I had mentally blazed for myself, 
and back out to the taxi stand where 
I had the best luck in obtaining prompt 
transportation. 


Reading back over my notes, I fear 
that I may be accused of dealing too 
lightly with the more serious aspects 
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of the great convention. For factual 
details, I can only direct the reader to 
the publication of the entire proceed- 
ings of the conference soon to be off 
the press, I understand. Now I would 
also like to deal lightly with the lighter 
side of the program. 


The Newbery-Caldecott Dinner was 
a thing long to be remembered. Please 
read for yourself the wonderful speech 
of acceptance of the awards by Mein- 
dert DeJong and Marcia Brown, the 
former for the best children’s book of 
the year Wheel on the School, the lat- 
ter for the finest illustrations for the 
last edition of Cinderella. 


The Philadelphia Free Public Library 
entertained thousands of us at a recep- 
tion one night. Their building is newly 
decorated throughout, and its atmos- 
phere of gracious welcome is just what 
every library should strive for, whether 
large or small. (I gaped openly at the 
three-tiered silver punch bowl which 
was a miniature fountain, dispensing 
punch from lions’ mouths into the 
basins, or into your cup.) 


The reception by the Grolier Society 
was a brilliant affair which nobody 
missed, judging from the crowds going 
and coming throughout the evening. 


Two things I will never get over 
missing were the tea at historic Straw- 
berry Mansion and the moonlight boat- 
ride and square dance down the Dela- 
ware, but it just wasn’t humanly pos- 
sible to get in everything. 


A this point, I find listed in my notes 
“Interesting People.” But since I do 
not write fluently, I have just about 
reached the capacity of my output. So 
I will fall back on the time-worn quote, 
“You should go to ALA; one meets 
such interesting people there.” 


I hope I see you in Miami next year. 
Or rather, I hope you see me there. 
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MISSISSIPPI VERSION 
by Mrs. C. C. Clark 





LIBRARIES AND THE BUSINESS 
OF ADULT EDUCATION 


The Adult Education Association of the U.S.A. Dele- 
gate Assembly members from Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee and Texas met in a regional conference August 
24, 1955, at Birmingham. Mrs. C. C. Clark, the member 
from Mississippi, was the only one attending who is con- 
nected with libraries. In the following article Mrs. Clark 
looks at the place of the library in adult education reflected 
in the regional conference, and at some opportunities for 
growth through the AEA and the ALA Library-Community 


Project. 

This concept of adult education in- “In the belief that only a vigor- 
cludes but at the same time transcends ous, informed and democratically 
the all too prevalent one that defines vigilant people can remain free — 
adult education in such a way that - a h f 
limits its function to those agencies that In recognition that emong sree 
do “formal” education of adults. For- people, learning for every citizen 
mal adult education is vital and must must be a process continuing 


be a continuing and growing aspect of through life — 


the movement, but unless such agen- 
cies as the library can see the great 
potential in its relationship to com- 
munity organization, lay groups and 
individuals, the broad goals of AEA as 
expressed in the Preamble will not be 
achieved. “In the knowledge that adults 
through education must seek con- 
tinuously new and better ways to 
achieve these ends and ideals — 


“In the understanding that the 
capacity to perfect skills, to enrich 
living, and to increase social under- 
standing and effectiveness is ever 
present in human beings — 


The growing conviction that libraries 
are definitely in the business of adult 
education is given added emphasis by 





the concept expressed in the Preamble “We, who share these convictions, 
to the constitution of the Adult Educa- seek to build a stronger adult edu- 
tion Association of the U.S.A., which cation movement through this asso- 


says: ciation.” 
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The constantly expanding growth of 
library service is such in Mississippi 
that taxes the energy and capacity of 
every library staff. To add something 
else as intangible as “adult education” 
seems impossible. Every library is do- 
ing adult education; identifying these 
services and building on them consti- 
tute the real need. Two specific ave- 
nues are open to assist libraries in the 
understanding and motivation of adult 
education activities. 


One of these is the Adult Education 
Association of the U.S.A. The main 
purpose of the Birmingham meeting 
was to explore possibilities that will 
improve communication between AEA 
and all agencies doing adult education. 
Membership in AEA is open to indi- 
viduals as well as organizations and 
agencies. Membership carries with it 
subscriptions to the magazines Adult 
Leadership and Adult Education. The 
first is issued ten times a year 
and appeals to the lay public as 
well as professional workers. The lat- 
ter is a quarterly and is more profes- 
sional in content. One of the primary 
objectives of AEA is to offer oppor- 
tunity through an annual conference 
for all adult educators to assemble. The 
1955 conference will be developed 
around the theme “community develop- 
ment” and will be held in St. Louis in 
November. The thinking expressed at 
the Birmingham meeting leads us to 
believe that all adult education ser- 
vices will benefit by increased partici- 
pation of such “adult educators” as the 
public library. 


A second avenue of assistance is from 
the ALA Library-Community Project. 
Mississippi has been one of the states 
receiving generous financial aid for 
adult education projects the past three 
years. Because of this we will no longer 
be financially assisted, but we are eli- 
gible for consultant services. 


Ruth Warncke, project director, says, 
“Among the many activities for which 
consultant services may be requested 
are: workshops for librarians and 
trustees in general library adult edu- 
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cation; . . . community surveys; discus- 
sion group organizations; film usages; 
use of radio and TV for adult educa- 
tion programs; institutes for education- 
al leaders for developing understand- 
ing of library adult education; and 
meetings of librarians, trustees and edu- 
cational leaders of a given region for 
the development of cooperative activ- 
ities in adult education.” Here is some- 
thing available that should be used. 
All public libraries may share directly 
in these opportunities. Requests must 
be made through the Library Commis- 
sion, that conflicts in library activities 
may be prevented. 


The remark made by a person in a 
state-wide meeting concerned with the 
development of another phase of 
needed activity may well be adapted to 
our concern: “We have the machinery. 
All we need is for someone to wind it 
up.” We have the machinery for good 
library adult education as evidenced by 
the two services discussed in this ar- 
ticle. All we need is the will to use it. 
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Participants in Louisiana Workshop for Negro Librarians 


LOUISIANA WORKSHOP FOR 
NEGRO LIBRARIANS 


Louisiana State Library very gener- 
ously hung out the welcome sign to 
Mississippi for their seventh annual 
conference for Negro librarians. Three 
of our Negro librarians attended. 


The conference was held at Southern 
University, Baton Rouge, August 8-12. 
With the theme of “Promoting the Li- 
brary in the Community,” it was a 
combination of practical instruction and 
inspirational speeches and tours. 


The practical phase of the meetings 
dealt with instruction and practice in 
classification, reference books, shelving, 
circulation, fines and overdues, and the 
like. Mrs. Willie Mae Edwards, In- 
structor of Library Science at Southern 
University, was the conference in- 
structor. 


There were such outstanding speakers 
as Miss Essae M. Culver, State Librari- 
an; Dr. Felton C. Clark, President of 
Southern University; Sallie Farrell and 
Mrs. Lois Shortess of the Louisiana 
State Library; Dr. Blyden Jackson and 
Mrs. Norma Humphrey, Southern Uni- 
versity; Dr. Mary Mims, member of the 
Louisiana State Library Board; and 
Mrs. George Lester and her “Audu- 
bon’s Birds” from St. Francisville. 


As sort of extracurricular activities, 
participants in the conference enjoyed 
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a dinner meeting, appeared on TV, and 
made tours of Esso Standard Oil and of 
the Louisiana State Library (including 
the Negro Branch at Southern Uni- 
versity). 


Willie Mae Pickett of the Lincoln 
County Library Gulledge Branch for 
Negroes has this to say about the con- 
ference: 


“How I wish everyone of you could 
have attended this library workshop at 
Southern University. It was inspiring 
and gave us all so much to think about 
.. . We all worked to show just what 
we can really do. We had speakers on 
various subjects. They were all good. 
However, I received more information 
from ‘Reading Within the Experiences 
of the Community,’ by Dr. Mary Mims, 
a member of the Louisiana State Li- 
brary Board. I am anticipating attend- 
ing the workshop next year, if possible, 
for I know that I shall gather informa- 
tion which is essential in keeping my 
work up to par.” 


This is what Mrs. Frank Augustus of 
the A. M. Strange Branch for Negroes 
in Tupelo thought of the conference: 


“The library workshop at Southern 
University in Baton Rouge was a won- 
derful week of opportunities for me. 
Thinking back over it, there were three 
definite things it did for me: 


(Continued on Page 114) 












I WAS NOT ASKED TO HELP 
THE LIBRARY 


By Eunice Eley 


Can it be said of us as libraries that 
we do not enlist the help and interest 
of all available individuals and groups 
in publicizing and vitalizing library 
services? 

Last Spring the state office of the 
Mississippi Congress of Parents and 
Teachers Association sent a list of ques- 
tions to each unit of the PTA, covering 
all activities of the association and rep- 
resenting the work of the various chair- 
manships. Some of the answers to the 
questions regarding READING AND 
LIBRARY SERVICE were revealing. 
One question asked if the PTA had co- 
operated with the local library in the 
summer reading program, story hour 
for children, book week and other ac- 
tivities. More than one local chairman 
said, “I was not asked to help.” 


Librarians are sometimes accused of 
being “offish” people who speak of “my 
library” and “my books” as though the 
library is not a tax-supported, public 
institution. If we do not want the 
above accusations to be true of us and 
if we really want our libraries influen- 
tial in community life, we will forever 
be trying to find channels through 
which we may make library service 
more effective; to be found cooperating 
with those community groups who are 
working toward the same end—to make 
better citizens for this and future gen- 
erations. 


Since being closely associated with 
the PTA as state READING AND LI- 
BRARY SERVICE chairman, I am all 
the more impressed with this organiza- 
tion as a means through which librari- 
ans should work. I find the leadership 
aggressive, alert, young, open to sugges- 
tions and untiring in their efforts to do 
whatever is best for their children and 
their community. At the State level, 
it would be hard to find leaders who 
are better informed and more dedicated 
to carrying out the purposes of their 
organization — and they have very def- 
inite objectives: “To promote the wel- 
fare of children and youth in the home, 
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school, church and community; to raise HO 


the standards of home life; to secure 
adequate laws for the care and protec. 
tion of children and youth; to bring 
into close relation the home and schoo], 
that parents and teachers may cooper. 
ate intelligently in the training of chil. 
dren; to develop between educators and 
the general public such united efforts 
as will secure for every child the high- 
est advantages in physical, mental, so- 
cial and spiritual education.” Since the 
library, whether school of public, is 
dedicated to the same principles, there 
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ourse, 
is a real opportunity for helping to ful- al 
fill this rule by cooperating with the ff als 
PTA in their program. sportt 
Lest we may seem to leave the im- Bard r 
pression that when the subject of libra- 
ries is mentioned at state or district § The 
PTA meetings the comments are al- Man, J¢ 
ways negative, we must say that quite Jhon to 
the contrary is true and some libraries Jrgani 
come in for high praise. At a recent 
meeting one state officer spoke up to ‘ 
say in substance, “You ought to have a §™PT° 
library like ‘ours’. When we want a th 
every 


book we just call the public librarian 


and if she does not have it she either §*”S 








buys it or she gets it for us. We get gr* 
100% cooperation from ‘our’ library.” §P™° 
And, credit where credit is due, the ~ 

be S 


speaker was from Gulfport. Others 
have mentioned the parent education 9” le 
group at the Meridian Public Library 
and various librarians who are alert 
and eager to serve. It all goes to prove 
how appreciative our reading public 
can be when we realize their needs 
and make an effort to meet them. 

I am asked to write for the Missis- 
sippi Parent-Teacher a monthly article 
entitled “Have You Read?” The article 
gives a list of several magazine refer- 
ences, and some books, recommended F 
for reading by PTA members. Space is 
limited and only a few titles may be 
given each month. At the close of each §) i} 
article there is a statement that “these 
magazines and books may be borrowed 
from your local library or from the 
Mississippi Library Commission, if you 
do not have access to local library 
service.” 


(Continued on Page 115) 
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HOME-STUDY COURSE FOR 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


An unusual opportunity for public 
rary trustees to learn more about 
eir responsibilities and functions is 
ade possible for the first time by a 
ractical home-study course co-spon- 
red by the American Library Associa- 
om and the University of Chicago. 


The American Association of Library 
rustees, a section of the ALA Public 
ibraries Division, is promoting the 
ourse, “How to Be a Good Library 
card Member,” among its members 
nd also urging librarians to bring the 
pportunity to the attention of library 
sard members throughout the country. 





The AALT President, Frank T. Milli- 
an, Jefferson, Iowa, in a communica- 


ion to presidents of state library trustee 


rganizations, said: 


. the greater responsibility for 
mproving library trusteeship lies with 
ys, the trustees. I hope you will use 
wery means you have to spread the 
sews of this opportunity to improve our 
york as library board members. Of the 
proximately 6,000 library boards in 
the United States, at least 1,000 should 
be studying together this winter, and 
at least 500 individuals should enroll 
for this course.” 


The course was prepared by Helen A. 
Ridgway, who, as course adviser, enters 
into “conversation-by-mail” with those 
who enroll. Miss Ridgway, formerly 
ALA Public Library Specialist, is pres- 
ently Chief, Bureau of Library Ser- 
vices, Connecticut State Department of 
Education. 


Full information on the course may 
be obtained from Miss S. Janice Kee, 
Executive Secretary of the ALA Public 
Libraries Division, 50 East Huron 
Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES BILL 
REPORTED FAVORABLY 


The House Education and Labor 
Committee reported favorably on the 
Library Services Bill in the closing 
days of the First Session of the 84th 
Congress. 


It was felt that the floor vote should 
be held over until the Second Session 
of Congress begins in January. By so 
doing, there will be time to work with 
each Member of Congress during the 
adjournment period when the members 
are at home. Senate action will start 
immediately after the House floor vote. 


Next Steps for the Bill 


House Rules Committee for a 
“rule.” The “rule” states the 
number of hours for debating 
the bill and whether amend- 
ments may be attached to the 
bill from the Floor. 


House Floor for a vote. 


Senate Labor and Public Wel- 
fare Committee for a favorable 
vote. 


Senate Floor for a vote. 


What Should Be Done Now 


Be sure to visit with your Represent- 
ative and Senators while they are in 
the State. Have influential citizens and 
representatives of organizations to call 
upon them too, stressing the importance 
of their favorable votes for the bill. 
Should you need additional materials 
on the bill, request them from the ALA 
Washington Office. 





PLAN TO ATTEND THE COAST 
CONFERENCE IN OCTOBER 


Pay Association 
Membership Dues 


($1.00 for individuals; $2.50 for 
institutions) 


to: Miss Sybil Hanna, Municipal 
Library, Jackson, Mississippi 














UNITED NATIONS DAY 


United Nations Day on October 24 
this year will celebrate the tenth anni- 
versary of the UN. 


Many libraries have for some time 
participated in United Nations Day, 
identifying themselves with the plan- 
ning and executing of United Nations 
Day in their communities. Other libra- 
ries may want to identify themselves 
with community planning for UN Day 
this year. 


Let’s not forget United Nations Day 
October 24, 1955. 
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The library at Ocean Springs has 
moved into new quarters. 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 


Book Week this year will be Novem. 
ber 13-19. This sounds like a long time 
off, but time passes fast and preparation 
should begin very soon for the cele. 
bration. 


Libraries will be making plans to 
celebrate Book Week with open house, 
library teas, book talks, children’s story 
hours, book displays, or perhaps a book 
fair. Most of these activities require 
time to plan and the cooperation of 
local groups to execute. 


A list of posters, book lists, program 
suggestions, etc. (some free and some 
for sale at a minimum cost) may be 
had by writing: The Children’s Book 
Council, 50 West 53rd Street, New York 
19, N. Y. 





ATTENTION MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIANS - - - 


Most of you are no doubt familiar with the P. D. O’NEAL COMPANY 


which has serviced Mississippi with Library Furniture and supplies for the past 
few years. This company, owned and operated by Phil O’Neal, has become a 
part of Bro-Dart Industries, and will continue to serve you. Phil is now manager 
of Bro-Dart’s Furniture Department and is looking forward to supplying Mis- 
sissippi Librarians with the finest in library furniture, equipment and supplies, 
through Bro-Dart Industries. 


The P. D. O’Neal Co. will continue to operate, but until properly trained 
representatives are established in that territory, we would appreciate it if all 
inquiries and orders were forwarded to Bro-Dart Industries at the address below. 





LIBRARY EFFICIENCY CORPORATION 
A DIVISION OF 


BRO-DART INDUSTRIES 


78 EAST ALPINE STREET 





NEWARK 5, NEW JERSEY 
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LIBRARY TRUSTEES REORGANIZE 


Library trustees took forthright ac- 
tion — generally expected to revitalize 
their activities —- when they adopted a 
new set of bylaws on July 7, 1955, dur- 
ing the 74th Annual Conference of the 
American Library Association in Phila- 
delphia. 


They changed the name of the Trustee 
Section of the ALA Public Libraries 
Division to the American Association 
of Library Trustees, and set forth the 
purposes of the new organization as: 


1. To study and encourage the de- 
velopment of libraries and library ser- 
vice in the United States and Canada. 


2. To study the library programs of 
the several states and Canada and to 
disseminate the information gained 
from such study; and to strengthen 
state trustee organizations. 


The new association remains a sec- 
tion of PLD. 


The bylaws call for a National As- 
sembly of Library Trustees which 
“shall be a consultative body to this 
association which shall consist of per- 
sons delegated by each state trustees 
organization to represent it in this as- 
sociation.” Provision is made for dele- 
gates to be selected from citizens organ- 
izations whose purposes are similar to 
the association’s purposes, in states 
where no library trustee organizations 
exist. 


President of the AALT is Frank T. 
Milligan, lumber and grain merchant, 
and President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Jefferson Public Library, Jeffer- 
son, Iowa. Mr. Milligan is also Presi- 
dent-elect of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion. He announced the following four- 
point program for the coming year: 


1. Establishment of the National As- 
sembly of Library Trustees. A creden- 
tials committee, whose chairman is 
Mrs. George Rodney Wallace, Fitch- 
burg, Mass., President of the Massa- 
chusetts Library Trustee Association, is 
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working up the requirements for as- 
sembly membership. 


2. Adoption of a five-year program 
for long-range activities to implement 
the association’s purposes. A planning 
committee, chaired by Mrs. J. Henry 
Mohr, member of the San Francisco 
Public Library Board, is developing 
this program. 


3. Promotion of the home-study 
course, “How to Be a Good Library 
Board Member,” and the recently pub- 
lished book, A Handbook for Library 
Trustees, by Mrs. Gerald Winser. 


4. Development of a vital program 
for trustees attending the ALA Annual 
Conference in Miami Beach in June, 
1956. 


As soon as the credentials committee 
completes its work, Mr. Milligan said, 
state trustee organizations and citizens 
groups in all states will be advised so 
that selection of delegates to the As- 
sembly may proceed. 
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THREE BIG CATALOGS AND MANY 
SUPPLEMENTAL STOCK SHEETS 
EACH YEAR ARE A MEASURE 

OF OUR SERVICE 


featuring ail popular distinguished 
JUVENILE TITLES 


BOUND TO STAY BOUND BOOKS 
are a sound investment in economy 
because: 


@ Quality (Better than Class A) 


Binding 
gives them long life. 


@ Long Life means more circulation at lower 
cost. 


@ Genuine Picture Covers provide unmatched 
durability and color. 


@ Approximately 80% of our titles are in 
stock for immediate delivery. 


Cut down your work load by selecting 
your Juvenile requirements from these 
Catalogs . . . get on our mailing list 
today — a postcard will do it. 


al Fly 


JACKSONVALE, RLINOIS 
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(Continued from Page 109) 


“First, it made me thankful that we 
have the A. M. Strange Branch Library 
.. . I realized that it has meant much 
to the people it serves. With planning, 
it can increase its service each year. 


“Second, the workshop was practical, 
and I got much information about clas- 
sification, reference, bulletin boards, co- 
operation, and other library work. I 
should be able to give more efficient 
service in the future. 


“Third, I received much inspiration 
from the workshop. Some of the high 
points were its speakers. All of these 
talks were inspirational. They made me 
want to be the best librarian possible.” 


The W. J. Fleming Branch in Natchez 
was represented at the conference by 
Bertha Marie Smith, who expressed 
herself on the subject like this: 


“It was an honor to have the priyj. 
lege of attending the workshop. It was 
interesting and informative . . . Meet. 
ing people who work in libraries ang 
discussing the problems we face made 
us realize that we have a great battle 
to fight. Our problems are similar, by; 
our methods of attack vary. We hope 
some of these methods will solve the 
problems in our communities. 


“We had wonderful guest speakers 
who told of their experiences in many 
states. Their experiences were so in- 
teresting and adventurous one could 
only hope that someday he too would 
be able to tell of such experiences. 


“Words cannot express my apprecia- 
tion for having the opportunity to visit 
the workshop. I shall endeavor to show 
my appreciation by using the informa- 
tion I gathered to improve the W. J. 
Fleming Branch.” 
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(Continued from Page 110) 


Every PTA unit in the state presum- 
ably has a local library chairman. It 
pehooves the librarian to find out who 
this person is and to let the chairman 
and the entire association know that 
the library is there to serve them and 
needs their help in giving better ser- 
vice. Just saying “the library wants to 
help you” is not enough. There should 
be some positive plans for cooperation. 
These are a few suggestions: 


(1) The library should get a copy of 
the PTA program for the year. Far in 
advance of each meeting material may 
be gathered and suggested for their use. 
This may include films and film strips 
as well as books, pamphlets and 
periodicals. 


(2) Make available to the membership 
a list of books and magazine articles 
on child care and training, home and 
family life, mental health, etc. Remem- 
ber that this group is composed largely 
of young parents who are interested in 
learning the best methods of handling 
present day problems. Through their 
local and state associations they are 
encouraged to read-to-find-out. Let the 
library promote this interest with great 
vigor. 


(3) The library may obtain free of 
charge a copy of the book list prepared 
and recommended by the National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers. Send a 
postal card to: Mississippi Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, 212 N. Congress 
Street, Jackson, and ask for A READ- 
ING LIST FOR PARENTS. This list 
does not include all of the good books 
which will interest parents but all of 
the books listed are good. Some libra- 
ries will have some of the titles. The 
Library Commission has about two- 
thirds of those listed, and has many 
others which may be recommended as 
substitutes. Let your PTA members 
know that you have copies of their 
recommended reading list and can se- 
cure for them many of the books. 


(4) If space and circumstance permit, 
it would be fine to ask the PTA to have 


SEPTEMBER, 1955 


one meeting during the year at “their” 
library. This offers an excellent oppor- 
tunity to display books and explain 
some of the services of the library. 


(5) The National Congress promotes 
the idea of a PTA Reading Shelf. While 
it is not considered the best practice to 
set up separate shelves of books in the 
library for various groups but rather to 
make all books available to all groups, 
still some designation might be made as 
a guide to books of special interest to 
PTA members, the shelf not to be a 
fixed collection but one that grows and 
changes from time to time. Many PTA 
units have been very helpful to libra- 
ries in providing funds for the purchase 
of books, which, after they have been 
used by the members, may become part 
of the library collection. The library 
should make the latest book lists and 
buying guides available to units that 
want to buy books. 


(6) Cooperate with the PTA in organ- 
izing discussion groups. Their present 
emphasis is on mental health and they 
have a wealth of material on the sub- 
ject. The library may furnish additional 
materials, the place to meet, and help 
secure leadership. 


(7) Send 25¢ to the above PTA ad- 
dress and get monthly issues of the 
Mississippi Parent Teacher in order to 
keep up with PTA activities. 


And after all of these things have 
been done for the PTA, how may the 
library in turn take advantage of the 
members’ desire to help? The unit, or 
individuals, may be asked to help or to 
sponsor the summer reading program, 
story hour, Book Week, open house, 
ete. By all means, let the members 
know how the library functions, about 
the budget — where it comes from, how 
much is needed — and do ask members 
to help in contact with public officials 
in getting adequate library support. 
PTA members are citizens and tax- 
payers. At the end of another year 
when reports are sent in, let no PTA 
member say, “The library did not need 
me. I was not asked to help.” 
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